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Dot Matrix Era Comes to an End
by John Hansen
Staff Writer
Student Forum has adopted a
policy that will virtually eliminate
all dot matrix printers. "The pro-
posal came from Computer Services
because of the concern voiced by
Student Forum," says Brent De
Jong, Student Forum member.
"Students had been complaining
about the long waits, noise, and
paper waste generated by the dot
matrix printers." The new policy,
set to take place in fall '00, will pro-
vide a much more conducive work
environment in computer labs
across campus.
Students will be charged for
every sheet that is printed.
However, the cost of printing will be
lowered from 10 cents to 7.5 cents
per page. In addition to lower print-
ing costs, students will also be given






College students are often
known as tightwads. Students on
Dordt's campus are no exception.
When it comes to paying tuition,
they prefer to keep their money
in their bank accounts.
Next year's tuition rates will
jump from $12,500 to $13,200.
This $700 increase will be used
for a variety of purposes includ-
ing supporting the financial aid
program that was implemented
last year and maintaining the stu-
dent/faculty ratio.
The new financial aid pro-
gram implemented last year
includes increasing the maxi-
mum scholarship amount for
incoming freshmen to $5,000
from $3,000. The main reason
for the increase in scholarships is
to compete with other institutions
and to attract the best possible
incoming freshmen, says Mike
Eperna. Director of Financial
Aid.
The new financial aid pro-
gram also supports the Canadian
exchange rate program which
helps to offset the poor exchange
rate for Canadian students. This
grant is instrumental in keeping
Canadian students at Dordt.
Roughly $330 of the $700 per
student increase will be used for
financial aid.
The remaining $370 of the
tuition increase will be used to
support the salaries and benefits
John Hansen
Eric Siemonsma waits for a paper to print in Covenant
Hall.
the 5.00 credit given now. "We
want to provide adequate printing
credit for the average student," says
Brian Van Donselaar, Director of
provided to faculty and staff.
Other uses of this hike include:
·A full-time person for Web
Design services
-A full-time person on the
Maintenance staff to support the
additional buildings being added
on campus
-A part-time director of off-cam-
pus programs to coordinate activ-
ities in this area
-A part-time assistant in the
counseling office
-Add Adjunct faculty to provide
coverage of courses and maintain
the student/faculty ratio of 15 to
1.
How your cash is spent
Our current tuition money is
budgeted toward many different
areas on campus. Tuition counts
for 71 percent of the $26 million
budget and is placed in a general
fund. "All revenues are aggregat-
ed and used to pay all costs of
operations," says Arlan
Nederhoff, Vice President of
Business Affairs. "Tuition dol-
lars do not pay certain percent-
ages of specific expenditures."
Room and board payments are
also placed in the general fund
with the intention of using them
toward auxiliary services. "The
money for these services is col-
lected primarily from students
for the support of the dorms,
bookstore and food service,"
says Nederhoff. Auxiliary serv-
ices make up 17 percent of
Dordt's income.utilities. and
services used on campus.
Tuition see page 2
Computer Services.
For students who must print
multiple pages, there will be one dot
matrix printer available in the upper
computer lab in the classroom build-
ing. Students will be able to print in
this lab free of charge.
In addition to the already avail-
able laser printers, Computer
Services will add one printer in both
the library and classroom building.
One printer may be added in
Southview and Covenant Hall will
keep the printer they already have.
To prevent paper waste, all laser
printers will be set to print double
sided by default. Students will still
be charged for two sheets of paper
with this setting. but paper costs will
be dramatically decreased.
"We worked very hard with
Student Forum to make this a fair
policy for the students," says Van
Donselaar. "If there are problems
with the new policy we may change
or adjust it after the first year."
More or faster printers may be
added if there are still long printing
waits.
Where your money goes
Tuition and payments for auxiliary services make up
88 percent of Dordt's budget. The following is a breakdown of the
expenses of Dordt College and the amount of your tuition that funded
each expense this year.
• Instruction: $3,500 This includes faculty salaries and benefits and
any supplies/services used in the instructional process.
• Financial Aid: $2,660 This is institutional aid the college provides
for students attending Dordt.
• Auxiliary Services: $2,175 This is the cost associated with
operating the food service, dorms and bookstore.
• Institutional Support: $1,440 This includes the broad areas
supporting the operation of the institution such as the business
office, computer services, college advancement, president's office,
etcetera. Also included in this category are the costs associated with
the various tours students take, such as the choir or band tour.
• Student Services: $1.100 This area provides services to students
such as admissions, financial aid, athletics. placement, etcetera.
• Academic Support: $560 This includes services which support the
academic process such as the Academic Skills Center, the library,
and the media center.
• Plant: $510 This is the cost of maintaining, heating and lighting the
buildings on campus.
• Transfers: $400 Much of this funding supports the equipment
Dordt purchases for use on campus.
• Public Service: $160 Public service is mainly the cost of running
KDCR but also includes some support for activities directed to
supporting K-12 Christian schools. This represents the gross
expenses of these activities and does not include any revenue
generated from the sale of advertising or the sale of services.
.
Dordt students lobby Capitol Hill
by Brandle Oschner
Guest Writer
Given the choice between spending a week-
end in Washington, DC (with Dordt covering a
majority of the expenses!) or writing a research
paper, which would you choose? Eight stu-
dents from Dordt's Environmental Policy class
choose option one. They spent March 31
through April 4 at "Rescue God's Creation
Lobby Training."
The conference was hosted by Target Earth,
a Christian environmental agency. This agency
takes a holistic approach to environmental
issues recognizing the interconnections among
health, animals, finances, natural resources and
communities. It hosts the annual conference to
teach students of Christian colleges how to
lobby. The conference is a hands-on experience
as students learn strategies for effective lobby-
ing and become educated about the issue they
plan to discuss. It closes with a day spent on
Capitol Hill lobbying representatives and sena-
. tors.
This year's issue was the Farm Safe Act.
This act would phase out lagoons on factory
farms over the next ten years. Factory farms are
presently categorized as those with more than
1.000 animal units. The act would make small
farms more viable and addresses some of the
environmental issues involved with large scale
farming and vertical integration in the farming
industry. After discovering more about these




Tuition from page 1
Since student's tuition and room and
board payments are lumped into the general
fund, students pay a large percentage of the
college's expenditures which include:
-Salaries and Benefits: 46.2% This is the
cost of all faculty and staff at Dordt.
-Other Appropriations: 23.3% This pur-
chases all the supplies, utilities, and services
used on campus.
-Pinanctal Aid: 21.2% This is again institu-
tional aid supporting students wanting to
attend Dordt.
-Transfers: 9.3% Much of this money is
transferred to make debt payments for dorms
and to purchase equipment for the campus.
They met with their representatives and sen-
ators or their legislative aides to lobby their sup-
port for the Farm Safe Act. Canadian students
teamed up with United-States citizens to partic-
ipate. Sophomore Emily Boerema was sur-
prised because "the first guy [legislative aide]
knew a little but didn't expect me to know it
all." She was able to help him become better
informed of the implications associated with the
factory farms and their lagoons and attempted
to persuade him to become a co-sponsor of the
legislation.
Senior Kevin Tuininga "learned that the rep-
resentatives will listen to what we have to say:'
He discovered the impact of his visit when he
was informed that each visit to a congressional
office is considered representative of 10,000
votes. He noted the effect small farmers can
have by writing letters since each written appeal
is considered representative of 5.000 voters. He
realized "the way to effect change is to be active
and persistent, to talk to people and help thew
become educated because if we don't, big busi-
nesses will."
After returning to Sioux Center. students
from the class worked to inform others through
an interview for the Sioux Center Paper, writing
a Plumbline. and authoring op-eds for their
local papers. Boerema summed the conference
up as a "good learning experience. You know
you're going to have to talk to people so you
really listen closely." Option one proved to be
an excellent choice!
For a more comprehensive look at the
Dordt College budget, see the accompanying
article. (page I)
How Dordt compares with other
Christian colleges
Dordt students often compare their insti-
tution to two other colleges in the country,
Calvin College and Northwestern College.
Calvin College enrolls 3.968 students
and operates on a budget of more than $56
million. Tuition, which has been set at
$14.040 for the upcoming school year,
makes up 66 percent of Calvin's income.
Auxiliary services, largely made up of room
and board revenues along with bookstores
sales, bring in 21 percent of their income.
Calvin's revenue is also placed in a general
fund from which expenses are drawn. These
expenditures include salaries (46%), benefits
(15%). food contract (8%). bookstore (3%),
utilities (3%), debt service (2%). and other
expenses (22%).
Northwestern College has an enrollment
of 1,200 and operates on a budget of more
than $15 million. Tuition, which is set at





The last band concert of the school
year will be held at 7:30 pm tomorrow
in the BJ. Haan Auditorium. This con-
cert will feature a number of ensem-
bles, including the Concert Band,
Campus Band, Horn Choir, and Flute
Choir, as well as the bands combined.
Three of the pieces (Christ lag in
Todesbanden, Epinicion, and Ave
Verum Corpus) were chosen in light of
the day of the concert, which is Holy
Saturday. For Christians. this day is
one of the most somber and sorrowful
days of the year. as we contemplate the
weightof the sacrificeChristmade for us.
Concert Band director Dr. Henry
Duitman said, "Should be an outstand-
ing concert with several fine musicians
playing in their final concert at Dordt
before graduating."
At 2:30 pm on Sunday. April 30.
the choral ensembles will have a con-
cert. The Chorale, Concert Choir. and
Kantorei will all perform.
The spring choral concert comes
during a realty hectic time of the school
year, since finals are the week follow-
ing the choral concert. "I think this
concert will provide a nice break in the
middle of a very stressful time," stated
director 'or. Benjamin Komelis.
percent of the college's income. Auxiliary
services, made up largely of bookstore, food
service and residence hall revenues, pay for
themselves and are not counted in the col-
lege's budget, says Wayne Kooiker, vice
president for financial affairs. All income is
placed into a general fund.
Planning for the future
In many universities, the use of endow-
-ments helps offset the tuition costs and keeps
it more affordable for students. However,
Dordt is a "young college," and has not had
the time to build up endowments. Rather, it
has been busy building up the facilities of the
campus, says Dave Vander Werff, director of
planned giving.
Endowments are large sums of money
that are invested, and the interest is used
toward the general- budget of a college, or
toward other purposes, such as funding a
faculty position.
Dordt's endowment is "pretty small,"
says Vander Werff. It currently stands at
$14.8 million.
Dordt categorizes endowments into three
areas, but only one, called restricted, is cur-
photo submitted
Dordt students Kristin Anderson and Emily Boerema meet with









































rently in use. This endowment fund helps the
college meet their financial obligations for
scholarships. "In the last few years we have
been able to initiate quite a handful of schol-
arships-at least seven this school year
alone," says Vander Werff.
Vander Werff says that Dordt hopes the
endowment will eventually be large enough
to fund a portion of the general operating
budget. This funding would stabilize tuition,
and possibly give a bit of tuition relief, he
says.
There are several reasons for the small
size of the endowments. One is that there has
never been an exclusive fundraising cam-
paign at Dordt for this purpose. Another is
waiting for time to pass so Dordt can utilize
some pledges.
Some ways donors have helped out the
endowment fund include remembering
Dordt in their will or naming Dordt as the
beneficiary in their life insurance policy.
"You don't see the immediate fruits of




The Diamond is published by students
of Dordt College to present and dis-
cuss events on campus and beyond.
Any letters, comments, or opinions
are welcome. Contributions must be
received before 5:00 p.m. the Monday
before publication to be printed in






Opinions expressed are not necessari-
ly the view of the Diamond or of
Dordt College, but represent the
views of individual writers. The
Diamond reserves the right to edit or
refuse publication of any contribution.
Commons--
it just might
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Pregnanev, its no longer just a woman s
chore. Feminists are extremelv pleased
with soeietv's progress towards equalitv
Three dead-ham
loaf named as killer
by some guy who writes
too much
Staff Clown
Three students have died, and
18 more have been hospitalized
in the past two weeks because of
a contaminated "ham loaf."
After days of research, the
Department of Health for
College Campuses (DHCC) has
not been able to determine the
exact cause of the illness, much
less the ingredients of the ham
loaf .'
Because of this outbreak.
Carrie Foods has lost the con-
tract for the 00-01 academic
year. The owners of Carrie
Foods are very surprised by the
loss of contract. "We have been
poisoning students for years."
comments Jim 'Carrie.'
"Nobody made a big deal about
it before!"
Despite the pleas for forgive-
ness, Student Services has still
denied Carrie Foods a further
contract. They are firm in their
decision. "We can't have stu-
dents dropping dead in the
Commons," says spokesperson
for Student Services. "Just think
of all that tuition money we're
losing!"
In addition to the latest cases
of food poisoning, almost 100
students have reponed unex-
plaineble rashes after consuming
the "fish wedges." "I thought it
was safe to eat," says Brett
Danzeisen, who has been suffer-
ing with the rash for almost a
month. ''I'm tired of going
around scratching all the time;
I'm glad they lost the contract!"
Dordt College has been inter-
viewing several potential clients
to fill the position for food serv-
Ices. Among these are
Applebee's. the Olive Garden
and- Outback Steakhouse.
Student Services believes that
the food quality provided by
these companies will be an
improvement. but there is a
drawback. Meal prices will now





by the guy with so much
artistic talent, it's scary
Diamond artistic guy
Several upperclassmen have
called. for an emergency meeting
to discuss the recent string of
drinking parties sponsored by
Dordt faculty and staff.
Responding to last weekend's
wild "The Metaphysics of
Michelob" party held by the phi-
losophy department which police
finally had to break up. student
want harsher penalties placed on
those faculty members caught
drinking on campus. "These
events are getting out of hand.
and will only get worse as the
year draws to a close," declared
one concerned student. "Just yes-
terday I went to look at my test
scores in the history/foreign lan-
guage pod and was encouraged to
participate in their tequilla shots.
Several reports similar to this
have been reported and have
gone unheard by the administra-
tion, whose official statement
reads that "these alleged parties
are simply empty accusations
from angry students who can't
hold their liquor like we can." 1
tried to get a clarification to this
confusing statement from the
public relations office via tele-
phone, but the only answer I
received was several people
singing a slurred out of tune ver-
sion of what sounded like an
early Madonna song.
Students are mortified at this
behavior. "This can only hurt the
image of this community," one
student said. "I don't know what
to say to the world that as stu-
dents we are looking the other
way. The faculty and staff should
be our responsibility in and out of
class."
In response to these concerns
and student's threats to tighten
security, the administration called
a press conference at which one
high-ranking official explained.
"We can do what we want.
You're not our mother. Just
because you students don't drink,
doesn't mean that we can't have a
good time. Besides, we never
drink in front of you." When
asked about the can of Keystone
Light in his hand, the Dordt offi-
cial responded with "It's Diet
Coke ... 1mean coffee ... I mean
... shut up."
Although there seems to be no
end in sight for this epidemic of
faculty drinking, concerned stu-
dents are vowing to tackle this
problem head on. Several options
are being discussed, including
pre-class Breathalyzer, suspen-
sion without pay, community
service, letters home to their par-
ents and expulsion.
Rich the Magnificent
Student keels over from a Common's ham loaf.
Dordt College students
Oscar the Grouch
The first pregnant male student ponders what to
mark under the category of "dependents."
by B. Vanderaisin
Staff Drunk
Last Tuesday's Census 2000
festivities produced a heavy
turnout among Dordt residents,
leaving Washington lawmakers
stunned by the Sioux Center
response. "Frankly, we were
shocked to see that nearly
7,343,932 citizens exist in the
area," representative I. M. Anidiot
noted. "Surely, Sioux Center will
receive a l70-fold increase in gov-
ernment funds next year."
In an undercover investigation,
the Zircon learned that 97% of
census respondents checked
"Dordt College" as their place of
residence, prompting large ques-
tions about the authenticity of
Dordt's published student body
number. When asked about the
discrepancy, Resident Director
Linsay Carlson commented, "I've
been telling [Sandi] Altena for the
past two years that we have a
housing problem. I mean, sure, 6,
7, 8 kids to a room in Covenant
Hall isn't so bad, but when you
stuff 29 sophomores together
things start to get messy..."
Through a public statement
issued Friday, Resident Life
Director Sandi Altena defended
herself. "I'm sick and tired of
hearing about this fictitious hous-
ing crunch. I gave Carlson the
jacuzzi and 6O-inch TV that she
wanted. This is the thanks I get."
On Saturday, campus authorities
found seven freshmen living in the
back of Altena's convertible.
While housing concerns con-
tinue to swirl around campus,
Dordt administrators are reported-
ly pleased with the census turnout.
"We may have used a few ... er,
inventive techniques to encourage
the student body to participate,"
college president Carl Zylstra
noted with a chuckle. "However,
the additional government funds
should help fuel our plans. You
know, building the Student Life
Center, expanding campus, pur-
chasing Northwestern . .. things
like that."
As of late Monday evening,
government officials continued to
mull over the colossal results.
"From the size of their campus,
it's a wonder they can squeeze
everyone in," Anidiot mentioned
with a grin. "That institution IS
either cheap or Dutch."
ew renovations ensure stu ent ea t
By Thomasina Conchita Jones
Staff something or other
As many of you know, some changes will
occur on the Dordt College campus while we
are gone for the summer. However, not
many know the complete details of the
endeavor. First of all. since the Rec Center
is simply insufficient for meeting the health
needs of students, efforts have been made to
provide more opportunities for Dordt stu-
dents to exercise. After much discussion, the
board has decided to move the soccer field
from its current obscure position to a more
central locale. Then new soccer field will be
placed on the main road through campus,
stretching from the Rec Center to the
Commons. The students are encouraged to
make use of it in their spare time between
classes. Also, every building on campus will
be equipped with a treadmill to insure that
every student can get their daily jog in. A
measure to install a weight room in the
Commons is currently being debated.
A Second area of change wiJl involve the
East_ Campus apartments. The desperately-
needed renovations will be accomplished
thanks to the wonderful donations from
Sioux Center's second hand shops and yard
sales. Every room will not only be supplied
with new used furniture but the walls will all
be painted a lovely John Deere Green. The
rooms in these apartments will all be turned
into one-roomers which should provide
ample space fo~~ple and a coffee pot.
The residents of East Campus will also be
required to purchase a meal plan.
Campus-wide renovations and general
upkeep will also produce some changes for
next year. For example, all the carpet in the
dorms will be replaced with Astro-turf, and
The new soccer field will provide exercise space for
students and profs between class periods.
all the walls will be padded. The doors
which are so often slamming at the most
inopportune times will all be replaced with
retro beaded curtains. The lighting fixture
will be equipped with black lights as they
have been proven to be more conducive to
learning.
These plans are soon to be finalized.
However, the board, being eminently con-
cerned with efficiency, has set up a process




.must fill out a
lengthy question-
naire using a # 2
pencil because it will be scan-iron. You must
then bring it to the non-existent office of
Public Appeals and Other Complaints, at
which time they will file the questionnaire
and complaints to a garbage receptacle.
Zed Xena
The current road that runs through the middle of cam-
pus is the"focns of this summer's renovations.
They will then proceed to bludgeon you with
mallets, clubs, nine-irons and other blunt
objects. After this beating is administered,
you will be systematically ignored.
Butcher shop is surprising addition to SLC
Juanita Benita Chaquita
Banana
positions will have to have a friendly
personality and be able to handle hav-
ing ground meat under their finger-
nails.
Several different meats will be
available for students, including
chicken, beef, pork, and deer.
Occasionally, . "Catch 'Em and Cut
'Em" will offer specialties such as
frog legs, pig cheeks (best when
fried) and goldfish filets (tiny but tan-
talizing).
Dordt will also be making history
with 'the meat shop. No other campus
in the country has a meat cutting store
on campus. Julia Child heard about
Dordt's new addition and has agreed
to come to campus to do a chapel
service.
However, Zylstra was trying to keep
the butcher shop a secret. But after
reading the last Diamond article
about how uninformed the students
are, he decided against the hush-hush
addition. Zylstra said, "All I wanted
was a nice little surprise for the stu-
dents after they came back from the
summer. I couldn't wait to see the
looks on their faces."
The Big Kahuna
Within the next few years, the smell
of grilled meat will overcome the
horrid pig smells that drift onto cam-
pus. Barbecue grills will need to be
registered with Student Services and
will have their own stickers. The
cause behind the marinade madness
will be the butcher shop that will
have its place in the Student Life
Center.
President Zylstra has been working
with the "Catch 'Ern and Cut 'Em"
meat shop for the past few months to
get a contract. Zylstra said, "I feel the
butcher shop will increase the sense
of community on Dordt's campus."
Another incentive for the meat shop
is the work study jobs the store will
create. Students will be interviewed
for the meat cutting and counter jobs.
For the interview, the meat cutters
will be asked what they would do in
certain situations, such as getting
blood in their eye or slicing off a fin-
ger. Students applying for the counter
John De Jong
Freshman John De Jong trains for his new workstudy position as head meat cutter
in the new butcher shop.
,
Dordt students
have a bad day
by Carlo Marx
Staff Dictator
The weather lately has been
rather dreary and cold, and for
most of us (barring those who
come from the Northwest) this
is not the type of. weather we
look forward to or enjoy. A
cold wind has been blowing
and the trees and streets gleam
with a cool coat of icy rain.
This, however, is only one fac-
tor in a spreading phenomena
on campus that is causing peo-
ple to have "bad days."
A friend of mine brought
this phenomena to my attention
when she commented that a
package that she had been
expecting for several days had
not yet come. She appeared
frustrated and sad. When asked
why, she replied, "Well, I really
wanted to get those CDs today,
-. Classifieds
by Me, You, and that
other Guy...but actually,
just Me
Lost: My last month's copy of
Martha Stewart Living. I can't
_ find it anywhere! How am I sup-
posed to learn how to make air
fresheners out of orange peels
and cookies in the shape of the
Eiffel tower and Easter egg orna-
ments out of old curtains without
it? Please contact Sy Coe if
found.
Job opening: Dordt
College is looking for a coach
for the new men's curling team
to be implemented next spring.
All interested applicants should












and my boyfriend hasn't
emaiJed me in almost a week. I
am just having a bad day." I
made a comment about the
weather, wished her well, and
walked off towards the SUB.
My mailbox was also empty,
and I left the SUB sighing sadly
and walked towards the
Commons. Three guys were
standing outside smoking and
as I walked by I caught a bit of
their conversation. One fellow
mentioned that the had been
saJad had been brown and limp
and not very fresh and not
worth eating. Another men-
tioned that the cheesy potatoes
had been too cheesy and could
have been used to construct
~NASA satellites. They were so
sticky they didn't leave his
plate and went right on through
to the garbage. Life is tough.
Ride needed: I need a ride
to the dentist next Tuesday at
7:00 a.m. Will pay with silver-
ware. Please call x6677.
Missing: Several sets of sil-
verware have been taken from
the Commons over the course of
the year. Please be honest and
return these before the end of the
semester.
Job opening: Butler or
maid for an East Campus apart-
ment next year. Requirements:
must be able to work during
breakfast and supper times.
Uniform will be required. All
interested applicants please call
x6002.
Needed: Exam schedule for
this spring. Does anyone know
what it is? Please e-mail bcdyz.
They were having a bad day
too. The sky was getting darker.
I finally arrived home at my
apartment, and the rain was just
starting to fall again in big
drops that stained the pave-
ment. It was five o'clock. I
turned .on the television to
watch the Simpsons, but they
weren't on. The station was
showing news footage [rom the
protests and riots in
Washington D.C. instead. I
turned off the television and
looked out the window at the
rain. I was having a bad day
too. I think it is the rain.
Well, regardless of the caus-
es of all these bad days, I hope
they pass soon. The campus is
getting too sad. It is hard to be
happy when things seem to
going bad, but we have to try to
get by.
Now accepting applica-
tions for the new (whatever store
we've decided to put in the SLC)
in the Student Life Center!
Looking for enthusiastic. respon-
sible individuals who love to
help others! Contact Nancy at
the SUB for further information.
Need to make some
fast cash? Weather got you
down? ft-.-nnoyed with campus
computers? Freaked about
exams? Yeah, well join the rest
of us. Psychology Department
annual party/experiment May 2.
Be there.
Dateless for Spring
Banquet? Call the Dordt
Dating Service. We'll set you up
with a nice Dutch Calvinist or
your money back. E-mail yhrght
to fill-out an application.
Staff Dictator
Carlo Marx








some guy who writes too much.
New courses required for
graduation from Dordt
by Irna I. Diot
Convicted Felon
Here is a sampling of some of the new courses added to the
curriculum for next year:
AG 345: Livestock Manicure,
ART 100: Underwater Basket Weaving
ART 102: Stuff
BIO 304: Android construction (cross-listed as
Engineering 234)
BUAD 355: Dilbert's Management Techniques
CHEM 344: Basic Bomb-making
'COMM 102: Intro to Seeing
ED 314: Teaching Underwater Basket Weaving
(prerequesite: Art 100)
ENG 313: Proper Korean Grammar
HIST 336: History of Dental Hygiene
LING 202: Intro to Cuneiform
PLSC 346: Dictators in Third World
Countries:Intro and Instruction
THEO 224: Confessions of The Qu'ran
New courses required for graduation
Diamond artistic guy














All submissions must be turned
in by 3:00 a.m. to President
Zylstra's home. The Zircon
reserves the right to refuse any
articles containing the words a,
and, the, or rudimentary,
�
Tennis teams persevere
by Rachelle Vander Werff
Staff Writer
The men's tennis team is off to a rough start with no wins yet,
but Coach Rhoda says they are still improving. The competition is
tough, but the men are putting up a good fight. There are two sen-
iors on this year's tennis team, Jeremy Van Beek and Joel Visker.
Visker is currently student teaching, and the team is really missing
him. Visker played number I last year, and without him all the
players are forced to play one notch higher than they are used to.
This makes for tough competition.
Coach Rhoda says that he will really miss his seniors next year,
but his newcomers are greatly improving. All in all, the men are
playing as well as Coach Rhoda expected and are currently doing
their best in singles. A great deal of improvement can be seen since
last year and throughout the season.
The women's tennis team is off to a rough start as well. also hav-
ing no wins at this point. However, the season is not yet over, so
they still have a chance to redeem themselves. This year's tennis
team has two seniors Livija Shannon and Ann Dykstra. The coach
of the women's tennis team is Rudy Folkerts.
Coach Folkerts is proud of the effort the women have shown.
'The members of this team work hard and love to play tennis. As
an example. after our meets were canceled on Saturday, as soon as
we arrived back on campus. some of the players went straight to the
Rec Center to reserve courts to play that afternoon," he says. Coach
Folkerts goes on lO say that it is a joy to coach these women
because they not only love to have fun, but they have a positive atti-
tude and a good perspective on life.
The men and women end their seasons with games against
Northwestern on April 25 and against Sioux Falls on April 29.
by Corey Westra
Sports InformatlonDirector
The Dordt College softball team, in the final
year of the South Dakota-Iowa Conference, is
once again in the position to win a conference
championship. Since joining the SOIC in 1996,
Dordt has either won or shared the conference
championship each year. Currently, the 2000
team is 7-1 in league play, and 17-12 overall this
season.
Two seniors highlight this years team: Carla
Oeleynse from Lynden, Washington, and
MarIene Van Wingerden from Sunnyside,
Washington.
With lead-off hitter Angie Van Essen, back
after an injury last year, the Lady Defenders





























W 6-4; L l-lO
April 6
Dakota State










W 7-3; W 16-1
April 6
Huron Univ.
W 5-4; W 9-2
April 11
Sioux Falls





Sophomore Jodi Blaukamp jumps up to smash the tennis ball
back over the net to her opponent.
to Kansas where they went S-4.
Dordt was to host the Northwest Iowa Classic
on April 7 and 8, but a snowstorm wiped out this
event for the second straight year.
In the SOIC, Dordt has double header wins
over Dakota Wesleyan, Dakota State, and
Huron. Dordt split a tough conference duo on
April II, at Sioux Falls.
Through 25 games, Andrea Visser leads the
team with a .465 average and two homeruns.
Visser also has nine doubles on the season to
lead the team. Angie Van Essen is also hitting
over 0400 with a .409 average as well as a team-
high 38 base hits. The team is batting .326 for
the season.
On the mound, freshman Dawn Van Kley is
off to an 8-4 start, with a pair of two-hitters this
season. Van Kley was named the SDle pitcher
of the week for the week of April 3. Michelle
Gruppen, a sophomore from Zeeland, Michigan,
is 5-3 this season. The third pitcherin the rota- .
tion is freshman Melissa Verhoeven from
Tipton, California, who has compiled a 4-4
record this season with one save.
This week, Dordt begins the second go-
around of games in the SOIC, with double head-
ers at Dakota Wesleyan and Dakota State.
Entering these games, Dordt has a two-game
lead for first place in the conference. Dordt's
postseason begins with the NATA Region III
independent tournament at Sioux Falls on May
5 and 6. If Dordt advances out of this tourna-
ment, the NAJA Region III tournament will be
back in Sioux Falls the following weekend, May
12 and 13. The NAJA national tournament is
May 17-20, at Decatur, Alabama.




by Jocelyn Van Beek
Sports Page Editor
Dordt's baseball team is still working
hard as they continue with their season.
Their overall record is 8-13, while their
conference record is 2~6.
Coach Visker says that the season is
going quite weJl sc far. "Our offense and
pitching are very solid and have been doing
what I thought they would, although we are
still working on our defense." Visker states
that they have had a few problems being
consistent with their defense, but he feels
that overall the team is doing quite well. '
The team's hitting and offense have
improved the most this year. Visker says
that the team is about where he thought
they would be right now, so they are living
up to his expectations.
The four seniors on the team are Craig
Broek, Kevin Van Otterloo, Tim Roose,
and Mike Bruxvoort. They have done an
excellent job in terms of leadership ever
since they started practice last fall. They
are really going to be missed next year-
both their leadership and their playing abil-
ity, as all four are starters for Dordt, says
Visker.
Visker feels that there are underclass-
men capable of stepping up and filling in
the holes that the seniors will be leaving for
next year. He says that the juniors are capa-
ble of good leadership next year and the
freshmen and sophomores look promising
as well.
The baseball team is halfway finished
with their season and will be hosting the
conference tournament on May 4-6. There
will be six SDIC schools here to compete
in a double elimination tournament with
Dordt. On May 11-13, Dordt will be taking
part in the NAlA Region III Tournament,
which will either end the season or lead
them to Sectionals, then Nationals in
Lewistown, 10.
Track season a success
by Jocelyn Van Beek
Sports Page Editor
Dordt's track team is hold-
ing strong as they continue
their season with three indi-
viduals and one relay qualify-
ing for nationals. These are
Susan Schaap in high jump,
Erica Ton in triple jump, Jill
Starkenburg in pole vault, and
the men's 4x800 M Relay of
Jeff Summerhays, Marcus
Scholten, Jon Dekkers. and
Matt Van Essen.
On April 14 and 15, Dordt
competed at the Sioux City
Relays where they came away
with three first places in the
women's 4x800 M Relay, the
women's 4x200 M Relay, and
the men's 4x400 M Relay.
The women have won three
meets, consistently scoring a
high number of points, which
places them above Coach
Altena's expectations. The
men have also done well,
despite injuries, with their
strength in the relays
In addition to acquiring
many points and qualifying
for nationals, the track team
'has set some Dordt records as
well. The women have set the
record in the 4xlO0 M Relay
of Juli Rouw, Rebecca Baber,
Rachelle Walhof, and Jackie
Eekhoff; the high jump by
Susan Schaap, the pole vault
by Jill Starkenburg, and the
4x200 M Relay of Sarah
Haan, Rachelle Walhof, Liz
Dykstra. and Jackie Eekhoff.
Neal Brenneman shattered
Dordt's shot put record for the
men with a throw of 49'
81/2". Brian Wassenaar also
set a record in the 400 hurdles.
There are nine seniors on
the team this year. The two
women have provided good
leadership to the team, and the
seven men have contributed
greatly over their four years of
track. Altena believes that
they are the strongest track
class Dordt has ever had.
They will be very difficult to
replace next year, although
the recruiting for the women
is excellent for next year's
team.
The track team is looking
forward to Drake on April 28
and 29 and the conference








After over 900 white-owned farms have been taken over,
Zimbabwe is getting increasingly bloody. The most recent
case is the murder of a white farmer, Martin Olds, 42, who
had been shot and beaten by black squatters. The fanner's
union is advising land owners to leave, due to the kidnap-
pings, murders, and farms being set on fire.
About 4,000 white farmers own a third of the country's
arable land. The government had made plans to give land
back to the landless blacks, but nothing has come about due
to corruption and ineffective management.
President Robert Mugabe shows inconsistency, as well,
in his statements. In English, he states he regrets the farmers'
deaths and their opposition to the government's plans of set-
tling blacks which has caused the current conflict. But in
Shena. he thanked those who took action against the farms.
Many believe that Mugabe is behind the action.
Death toll at 109 in Congo airport explosions
One week ago, a string of explosions erupted in the
N'Djili International Airport in the Congo .. 109 were found
dead, 28 of them unidentifiably charred, and over 200 were
injured. The cause is not yet known. as is the number of peo-
. . ,
ple still missing. Explanations include a short circuit and a
soldier dropping ammunition while unloading a plane of
weapons. The pro-government paper claims the cause of the
actions lies with the rebel saboteurs.
Emergency workers are presently looking through the
wreckage for bodies, while relatives of the dead oppose the
lack of respect given towards their loved ones.
G-77 backs up Washington protesters
The Group of 77 (G-77) summit of developing nations
stated their support of the Washington protesters, the
Mobilization for Global Justice, who are demanding reform
in the world financial system. Their objections are aimed at
organizations, such as the World Bank and International
Monetary Fund, that are harming the 1.2 billion people liv-
ing on less than $1 a day (1998 figure-unchanged). Police
raided the protesters' headquarters Saturday in an effort to
prevent violence like that of Seattle's against the World
Trade Organization.
Senior center shootings
Just a matter of minutes after discussion about inappro-
priate language, a tenant of a senior center in Lincoln Park,
Michigan, returned to the office Tuesday, bearing a rifle and
killing two women. The 57-year-old man had a continuing
problem with these women, and made threats that he would-
n't take this "character assassination," and would do some-
thing about it. His son stated that his father has never been
violent, takes medication for nerves, and must have "just lost
it."
Spring Banquet and late Show are coming
by Rose Ann Vander Wal
Staff Writer
Spring is in the air again, and along
with it comes Dordt's annual spring
banquet. This year the banquet is to be
held on April 28 in the De Wit
Gymnasium. The doors to this
enchanted evening will be opened at
6:00 p.m., dinner will follow at 6:45
p.m. and a dance will be held from
8pm to 10:30.
As always, the Student Activities
Committee (SAC) is sponsoring the
dance. This year the event is being
headed by Tammy Veenstra and
Tammy Becker. The committee decid-
ed on the theme of an enchanted king-
dom, which appears to be a theme of
medieval knights, lords and ladies.
Dordt's jazz band will provide the
special entertainment. Tickets will be
sold through today. The cost will be
$6.50 per person. Students should get
their tickets soon because there is a
limited number available-there is
room for only four hundred people.
Dance lessons will be available on
April 25 and 26 from 9:15-11:00 p.m,
in the gym for those students who wish
Purple Martin Contest Winners
Fiction
Second Place: tie
Jill Vossen "The Church of Mice
and Men"
Ben Groenewold "Snow Angels"
Poetry
First Place: Ben Groenewold
Second Place: Ryan Vande Kraats
Honorable Mention: David Schaap
Personal Writing
First Place: Sarah Eekhoff "Taking
Walks"
Second Place: Jean Vande Voort "My
Most Treasured Christmas Gift"
Honorab1e Mention: Joel Schreurs
'The Good Stuff'
Analysis
First Place: Ben Groenewold "Two
Tramps in Mud Time"
Second Place: Aliison De Jong 'The
Most Trying Attitude of Ali"
Honorable Mention: Heidi Netz "The
Warrior as the Basis for the Courtly
Lover ... "
Janel Kragt "The Sacrament of
Selving"
Persuasion! Argument
First Place: Janel Kragt "Parameters"
Second Place: Sarah Den Boer "G.!.
Joe"
Exposition
First Place: Janet Kragt "Sin to Cover
Sin"














First Place: Alyssa Brands "That Long
Ago September Day"
Honorable Mention: Beth Vander Ziel
"Grandma's House"
ArgumentativeIPersuasive Essay
First Place: Jennifer Berkompas "ANew
Guest Worker"
Honorable Mention: Pam Vandermeer
"Little Did 1 Know"
AcademiclExposition
First Place: Alicia Wakefield "Wanted:
Workers"
Honorable Mention: Jeremy Hummel
"The Avro Arrow
Analysis
First Place: Rebecca Schulier "Black,
White, and ali the Gray"
Honorable Mention:
Kristi Mulder "Preserving a People"
David Hjelie "Eat, Drink, and Be
Merry"
Beth Vander Ziel "Les Miserables"
to brush up on their dancing technique.
The lessons will be given free of
charge by instructor Dancing Dick
from Northwestern.
SAC encourages students to attend
this event; a lot of time and effort has
gone into the planning of it. The
evening promises to be an enchanted
one.
Following the banquet, will be the
return of the Dordt Late Show. The
Late Show was previously hosted by
former registrar Doug Eckardt. This
year's show will be held in the B.1.





We look forward to
serving you again next
year!





-Gwen Van Roekel, Stylist-
Hours:
Mon.- Thu, 9-9 7 2 2 • 0 0 0 8
Fri-Sat.: 9-5
Located near the northwest entrance
of the Centre Mall
251 N Maw St. 208
You (an still hardlv believe
it wbv would tri:x:1 cui vou
into ministry? It reallv
never crossed your mind
until recently. Can this be
right?
It might seem awkward
at first, but through prayer.
confiding honestly with
people who are closest to
yOH, and taking small steps
of faith. God will be there·
for you and he will guide
you through the decision-
making process.
We can help too. Just
gh'e us a ,,-alland we will
answer any questions you
may have. After aJI, you're
nOl the first person who
~ had questions-and
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